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The possibilities of partnership



What is the 
role of the 
Department of 
Agriculture?

• Mission and Vision. U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) provides 
leadership on food, agriculture, natural resources, rural 
development, nutrition, and related issues based on sound public 
policy, the best available science, and efficient management.

https://www.usda.gov/

https://www.usda.gov/


What is the 
role of the 
Department of 
Agriculture?

• The USDA's vision is to expand economic 
opportunity through innovation, helping 
rural America to thrive; to promote 
agriculture production sustainability that 
better nourishes Americans while also 
helping feed others throughout the world; 
and to preserve and conserve our 
Nation's natural resources through 
restored forests, improved watersheds, 
and healthy private working lands.



Departments within the
Department of Agriculture

• Agricultural Marketing Service (AMS)
• AMS facilitates the strategic marketing of agricultural products in domestic and international markets 

while ensuring fair trading practices and promoting a competitive and efficient marketplace. AMS 
constantly works to develop new marketing services to increase customer satisfaction.

• Agricultural Research Service (ARS)
• ARS is USDA's principal in-house research agency. ARS leads America towards a better future through 

agricultural research and information.
• Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service (APHIS)
• APHIS provides leadership in ensuring the health and care of animals and plants. The agency improves 

agricultural productivity and competitiveness and contributes to the national economy and the public 
health.

• Economic Research Service (ERS)
• ERS is USDA's principal social science research agency. Each year, ERS communicates research results and 

socioeconomic indicators via briefings, analyses for policymakers and their staffs, market analysis 
updates, and major reports.

https://www.ams.usda.gov/
https://www.ars.usda.gov/
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/
https://www.ers.usda.gov/


https://www.ars.usda.gov/research/projects/?slicetype=keyword

https://www.ars.usda.gov/research/projects/?slicetype=keyword


Agriculture Research Service 

https://www.ars.usda.gov/oc/dof/archive/

https://www.ars.usda.gov/oc/dof/archive/


Economic Research Service

https://www.ers.usda.gov/publications/#!topicid=&subtopicid=&series=OCE&aut
horid=&page=1&sortfield=date&sortascending=false

https://www.ers.usda.gov/publications/#!topicid=&subtopicid=&series=OCE&authorid=&page=1&sortfield=date&sortascending=false


• Farm Service Agency (FSA)
• The Farm Service Agency implements agricultural policy, administers credit and loan programs, and 

manages conservation, commodity, disaster and farm marketing programs through a national network of 
offices.

• Food and Nutrition Service (FNS)
• FNS increases food security and reduces hunger in partnership with cooperating organizations by 

providing children and low-income people access to food, a healthy diet, and nutrition education in a 
manner that supports American agriculture and inspires public confidence.

• Food Safety and Inspection Service (FSIS)
• FSIS enhances public health and well-being by protecting the public from foodborne illness and ensuring 

that the nation's meat, poultry and egg products are safe, wholesome, and correctly packaged.
• Foreign Agricultural Service (FAS)
• FAS works to improve foreign market access for U.S. products. This USDA agency operates programs 

designed to build new markets and improve the competitive position of U.S. agriculture in the global 
marketplace.

Departments within the
Department of Agriculture

https://www.fsa.usda.gov/
https://www.fns.usda.gov/
https://www.fsis.usda.gov/
https://www.fas.usda.gov/


https://www.fsis.usda.gov/inspection/establishments/meat-
poultry-and-egg-product-inspection-directory

https://www.fsis.usda.gov/inspection/establishments/meat-poultry-and-egg-product-inspection-directory


• Forest Service (FS)
• FS sustains the health, diversity and productivity of the Nation's forests and grasslands 

to meet the needs of present and future generations.
• FPAC Business Center
• The FPAC Business Center is a first-of-its-kind organization at USDA, combining the 

talent of employees from all three FPAC agencies into specialized teams that serve 
employees and customers across the Farm Service Agency (FSA), the Natural Resource 
Conservation Service (NRCS) and the Risk Management Agency (RMA).

• National Agricultural Statistics Service (NASS)
• NASS serves the basic agricultural and rural data needs of the country by providing 

objective, important and accurate statistical information and services to farmers, 
ranchers, agribusinesses and public officials. This data is vital to monitoring the ever-
changing agricultural sector and carrying out farm policy.

Departments within the
Department of Agriculture

https://www.fs.fed.us/
https://www.fpacbc.usda.gov/
https://www.nass.usda.gov/


https://www.nass.usda.gov/


Data Visualizations
https://www.nass.usda.gov/Data_Visu
alization/Commodity/index.php

https://www.nass.usda.gov/Data_Visualization/Commodity/index.php


NASS Resources

https://www.nass.usda.gov/Publications/AgC
ensus/2017/index.php#full_report

https://www.nass.usda.gov/Publications/AgCensus/2017/index.php#full_report


Ag Census Resources

https://www.nass.usda.gov/Publications/AgCensus/2017/Onlin
e_Resources/Ag_Census_Web_Maps/index.php

https://www.nass.usda.gov/Publications/AgCensus/2017/Online_Resources/Ag_Census_Web_Maps/index.php


https://www.nass.usda.gov/Publications/A
gCensus/2017/Full_Report/Census_by_Sta
te/index.php

https://www.nass.usda.gov/Publications/AgCensus/2017/Full_Report/Census_by_State/index.php


https://www.nass.usda.gov/Qui
ck_Stats/CDQT/chapter/1/table/
1

https://www.nass.usda.gov/Quick_Stats/CDQT/chapter/1/table/1


• National Institute of Food and Agriculture (NIFA)
• NIFA’s mission is to invest in and advance agricultural research, education, and 

extension to solve societal challenges. NIFA’s investments in transformative 
science directly support the long-term prosperity and global preeminence of 
U.S. agriculture.

• Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS)
• NRCS provides leadership in a partnership effort to help people conserve, 

maintain and improve our natural resources and environment.
• Risk Management Agency (RMA)
• RMA helps to ensure that farmers have the financial tools necessary to manage 

their agricultural risks. RMA provides coverage through the Federal Crop 
Insurance Corporation, which promotes national welfare by improving the 
economic stability of agriculture.

Departments within the
Department of Agriculture

https://nifa.usda.gov/
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/
http://www.rma.usda.gov/


• Rural Development (RD)
• RD helps rural areas to develop and grow by offering Federal 

assistance that improves quality of life. RD targets communities in 
need and then empowers them with financial and technical 
resources.

• Rural Utilities Service (RUS)
• RUS provides financing to build or improve infrastructure in rural 

communities. This includes water and waste treatment, electric 
power and telecommunications services. These services help 
expand economic opportunities and improve the quality of life for 
rural residents.

Departments within the
Department of Agriculture

https://www.rd.usda.gov/
https://www.rd.usda.gov/about-rd/agencies/rural-utilities-service


• Rural Housing Service (RHS)
• RHS offers a variety of programs to build or improve housing and 

essential community facilities in rural areas. RHS offers loans, grants and 
loan guarantees for single- and multi-family housing, child care centers, 
fire and police stations, hospitals, libraries, nursing homes, schools, first 
responder vehicles and equipment, housing for farm laborers and much 
more.

• Rural Business-Cooperative Service (RBS)
• RBS offers programs to help businesses grow as well as job training for 

people living in rural areas. These programs help provide the capital, 
training, education and entrepreneurial skills that can help people living 
in rural areas start and grow businesses or find jobs in agricultural 
markets and in the bio-based economy.

Departments within the
Department of Agriculture

https://www.rd.usda.gov/about-rd/agencies/rural-housing-service
https://www.rd.usda.gov/about-rd/agencies/rural-business-cooperative-service


https://www.rd.usda.gov/about-rd/agencies/rural-housing-
service

https://www.rd.usda.gov/about-rd/agencies/rural-housing-service


Evaluation

• https://www.surveymo
nkey.com/r/IDRCStaffTr
ainingEval21-22

• Dept of Agriculture

Let us know your thoughts!

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/IDRCStaffTrainingEval21-22


Contact Info

Jessica Castañeda
IDRC Director
931-668-4129- office
931-273-4050- cell
jcastanedaidr@gmail.com
www.idrconsortium.org

mailto:jcastanedaidr@gmail.com
http://www.idrconsortium.org/

	The US Department of Agriculture
	What is the role of the Department of Agriculture?	
	What is the role of the Department of Agriculture?	
	Departments within the�Department of Agriculture
	Slide Number 5
	Agriculture Research Service 
	Economic Research Service
	Slide Number 8
	Slide Number 9
	Departments within the�Department of Agriculture
	Slide Number 11
	Data Visualizations
	NASS Resources
	Ag Census Resources
	Slide Number 15
	Slide Number 16
	Departments within the�Department of Agriculture
	Departments within the�Department of Agriculture
	Departments within the�Department of Agriculture
	Slide Number 20
	Evaluation
	Contact Info

